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Welcome! 
Welcome to AWANA at Grace Church of DuPage! 
 
We are delighted to have your child in our AWANA program! We look 
forward to partnering with you in sharing the gospel with your child, and 
watching the growth in knowledge and understanding of who God is, 
who we are in relation to Him, and Christ’s redemptive work on the cross. 
 
AWANA stands for Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed.   

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker  
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”   
2 Timothy 2:15 

 
Each Wednesday night meeting is made up of 3 main “times.” 
 

GAME TIME:  Your child will have fun participating in the  
games with their fellow clubbers. 

 
HANDBOOK TIME:  Your child will work with his/her leader in 

progressing through the handbook. You can ensure your 
child is prepared by helping and encouraging him/her to 
work on memorization of the Bible verses throughout 

  the week. 
 
COUNCIL TIME:  This is the teaching time of the evening.  Your 

child will hear a Bible story or devotional message and 
may have a time of singing, sharing and/or Q&A.  For 
your Cubbie, this will include puppets. 

 
Your partnership with us is extremely important in order for your 
child(ren) to receive the maximum benefit from the program. Please 
support them in their efforts to memorize and understand their 
passages. Join them in their excitement about AWANA, and help them to 
arrive on time and prepared for the evening. 
 
We hope this booklet will answer your questions about AWANA.  If you 
find you still have questions, please feel free to contact us at any time. 
 
Janice Gilmour 
Children's Ministry Coordinator  
janice@gracedupage.org 
(630) 393-7344 ext. 201   
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Cubbies: 
Cubbies are boys and girls ages 3 (by 

September 1) to 5 years old. (Note- Children in 

this group must be fully potty-trained in order 

to participate.) This club is the first step to teaching young ones respect 

for God, His Word, and His Son, Jesus. There are puppet shows, exciting 

games and some of the same elements found in Sparks and T&T, 

including Bible memorization, handbooks and awards. 

 
Sparks: 
Sparks is a three-year program for children in 

Kindergarten through 2nd grade. Sparks makes 

the most of the natural curiosity of kids to get 

them excited to learn about the people and events of the Bible, all with 

an eye toward helping them know Christ. Sparks emphasizes Bible 

memorization and Bible-centered activities through games, songs, 

stories and handbook time. 

 

T  & T: 
T&T is a program for 3rd through 5th graders.  

(6th graders have the option of joining youth 

group or continuing in T&T) T&T gets kids 

involved by answering their questions about 

God, the Bible and Jesus. Our desire is for these 

kids to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This 

club also emphasizes Bible Memorization and Bible-centered activities 

through game time, council time and handbook time. 

 
 



Club Directors 

  Commander:  Nate Drye 
 
  Cubbies:  Janice Reu 
 
  Sparks:  Kerri Shappard 
 

  T&T:  Nate Drye, Roxane Veeninga 
 

  Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 

  Janice Gilmour 
   janice@gracedupage.org, (630)393-7344 ext. 201 

 
 

Check In and Check Out Procedures 
 

In an effort to ensure your child’s safety, the church has established 
the following procedure: 

 
1. At the beginning of each evening, please check in your child(ren) 

outside of their assigned room(s).  Sparks and T&T rooms are 
upstairs in the CE wing, CE 12 and CE 13. The Cubbies room is in the 
church basement, B-16. All tables will be open at 6:50pm and all 
programs begin at 7:00pm. 

 
2. Your child should be prepared to answer the check-in questions: 

Did you bring your handbook? Are you in uniform? Etc.  
 
3. At the end of the evening, please pick up your child(ren) from 

their assigned room(s) promptly at 8:30pm. We ask you to wait in 
the hallway outside the rooms until your child is released to you. 
Parents of Cubbies, please remember to sign out your child. 

   

mailto:janice@gracedupage.org


Club Guidelines and Discipline 
 

During AWANA we ask the children to respect and obey their trained 
leaders. Club nights are fun and we know energy can run high.  While 
we do not expect perfect behavior, we do ask that clubbers listen and 
respond respectfully to the instructions and direction of those adults 
working our programs.  Rules include: 

 
1. Respect the adults at AWANA. Pay attention when instructions are 

being given. Raise your hand if you have a question. (Hear 
instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it. Proverbs 8:33) 

2. Respect the speaker during teaching time. Clubbers should pay 

attention and sit quietly. (Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord. Psalm 34:11) 

3. Respect your fellow clubbers. Keep your hands and feet to 

yourself, use appropriate language, no bullying, etc. (Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 
Romans 12:10) 

4. No cell phones or electronics. If necessary, these items will be 

placed in a box until the end of club. (Cease to hear instruction, my 
son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge. Proverbs 19:27) 

 

The Five Count 
Whenever an adult wants everyone’s attention he/she will hold 
his/her hand in the air and begin counting from 5 to 1, slowly and 
loudly enough to be heard. Clubbers are expected to quiet down 
and give their attention to the leader. They will not count along with 
the leader. (And now, O sons, listen to me, and be attentive to  
the words of my mouth. Proverbs 7:24) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Three Count 
In the event that leaders encounter difficulty with a child, the Three 
Count system will be implemented. Count One is a specific warning, 
identifying the inappropriate behavior. If the clubber continues to 
disobey or cause disturbances they will be given Count Two. This 
means they will be removed from the activity for a short time to 
speak with their club director. If the misbehavior continues, the 
clubber will be given Count Three.  They will be sent to the Church 
Office until the end of the evening activities. Parents will be 
informed.  If the clubber reaches Count Three and the misbehavior 
warrants it, they may be asked to stay home from AWANA the 
following week.  They can expect to return with a clean slate the 
following week. It is our desire that with the help and 
encouragement of the parent/guardian, they will return and 
continue to grow and thrive in our program. Grace Church reserves 
the right to exclude a child from participating as a result of his/her 
excessive and/or repeated disciplinary issues. (Put on then, as God’s 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive. Colossians 3:12-13) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Health and Illness Guidelines 
 

When someone is ill, we care about them and their need to rest and 
heal, as well as the health of the others in the larger group.  In an 
effort to keep everyone in our care as healthy as possible, we ask 
that children and adults stay home from Awana on a particular 
evening if they have any of the following symptoms: 

 

1. A skin rash from an unidentified cause that has not been evaluated 
by a healthcare provider.  Please note that open sores should be 
covered until healed or evaluated by a healthcare provider. 

2. The oral temperature exceeds 100 degrees, or is 1-2 degrees 
above the person’s normal temperature.  The person with such a 
fever should remain home for 24 hours after the temperature 
returns to normal without the aid of fever-reducing medication. 

3. If experiencing nausea, diarrhea and/or vomiting.  The person 
should remain home until symptom free for 24 hours without the 
use of medication. 

4. If severe or persistent pain is present. 

5. If signs of an upper respiratory infection (cold symptoms) or any 
other illness serious enough to interfere with the ability to learn or 
teach. 

6. If there are signs of conjunctivitis (“pink eye”), including symptoms 
such as secretions from one or both eyes, itching, or crusts on the 
eyelids.   

 

If a child becomes ill during the Awana evening activities, or if the 
Awana leadership is concerned about the health of the child, the parent 
will be contacted. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Weather/Cancellation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A decision to cancel is usually made 3 hours prior to the start of a 

service/program.  For inclement weather and program cancellation 

information, please check the website at gracedupage.org/info or 

call the church at 630-393-7344.  

 

http://www.gracedupage.org/


 



 Sparks and T&T Theme Nights 
 

Registration & Kick-off ~ The first night of AWANA will include 
going over the handbook and rules to make sure we all start off on 
the right foot! 
 
Pastor & Popcorn Night ~ The kids enjoy popcorn and the teaching 
of Grace Church’s own Pastor Worley. 

Bring a friend ~ And earn extra AWANA shares while “sharing” the 
fun of AWANA! 

Donation Nights ~ These are all the goodies that will go inside the 
shoeboxes. 
 
Crate it up Night~ After weeks of gathering, all the goodies get to 
be packed into the shoeboxes for shipment. 
 
AWANA Store ~ This is the night kids get to “spend” their 
hard-earned shares. 

Crazy Hair Night ~ Just like it sounds…come with your craziest hair! 

Come On Spring! ~ Wear something beach related or tropical. 

Crazy Socks Night ~ Wear your goofiest socks. 

Favorite Sports Team Night ~ Come dressed to support your 
favorite team. 

Mustache Night ~ Come with your wildest mustache on! 

Crazy Sunglasses Night ~ See how creative you can get with a pair 
of sunglasses! 

Favorite Game Night ~ Clubbers’ favorite AWANA games of the 
year are played. 
 
AWANA Awards Ceremony ~ This is our final night where we look 
back on the past year and the clubbers are awarded for their 
participation. It ends with the kids’ last trip to the AWANA Store. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Sunday and Wednesday Schedule
 

Sunday Morning 
9:00 AM           Adult Bible Fellowships 

Student Ministries 
Children’s Sunday School Classes 

               Nursery 

 
10:30 AM         Main Worship Service 

           Children’s Church for 4’s thru Kindergarten 
             Childcare for Infants-3-year-olds 

 
Sunday Evening 
6:00 PM           Corporate Gathering 

 
Wednesday Evening  
7:00 PM           AWANA (school year only) 

           Choir Rehearsal (school year only) 
           Youth Ministries  

7:30 PM           Prayer Meeting 

 
 

Grace Church of DuPage  
27W344 Galusha Ave. Warrenville, IL 60555 

Phone: (630) 393-7344 
gracechurch@gracedupage.org  

www.gracedupage.org 
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