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Coming to Grace Church JUNE 16-20, 2014!!

click here
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The Doctrine of  Vocation
The Mission Training Academy / Core SeminarChristians across the centuries, guided by Scripture and empowered by the Spirit, have been convinced that all of  life is to be lived out 

              as a response to the call of  God. For several reasons, this conviction has faded and its scope has narrowed in the modern world. Calling, 
or vocation (from the Latin vocare, “to call”), is now frequently assumed to be simply a matter of  special roles and offices in the church, or of  
the careers we pursue. But it’s worth raising old questions anew. Might God’s call really have to do with every sphere of  life—social, economic, 
civic, political, cultural? How could this be true? And if  it is true, how might the call of  God into such diverse spheres be discerned and pursued? 
Please consider joining us for the final MTA Core Seminar of  the 2013–2014 school year, as we seek to deepen our understanding of  the doc-
trine of  vocation. God calls us to himself, and he also, in this same act of  calling us to himself, calls us to manifold occupations and practices, 
to kingdom-labor in church and society, to the pursuit and nurture of  concrete relationships, and to worship of  him and love of  neighbor by 
means of  all our daily engagements. All of  life is vocation. 

We hope to see you on Friday, May 2 (7:30–9:30) and Saturday, May 3 (8:30–12:30) in CE13, as we explore how this can be so. All are welcome. 
If  you are planning to attend, or if  you have any questions, please contact Dan Brendsel (dan@gracedupage.org).

spiritual truths 
IN

spiritual words,
 gentleness and respect. 

xpress S
H

March 23, 2014 / Pastor Daryle Worley

 ...WITH

Dave Patty

Dave and his wife Connie have been ministering to young people and 
youth leaders for over 25 years. Dave leads the Josiah Venture (JV)
team of  over 200 staff, who are being used of  God among the youth 
of  Central and Eastern Europe, that finds its home in the local 
church and is transforming its society. Dave invests in the country 
leaders of  JV, and teaches God’s Word across the region.  

We invite you to join us at a special conference, where Dave will be 
speaking to us on “The Fatherhood of  God” at Grace Church of  
DuPage on the mornings of  June 14-15.

http://answersvbs.com/vbs/GCD1/
http://answersvbs.com/vbs/GCD1/


by Daryle Worley, Jr.

In the last two editions of  Graceful Living, my 
dad identified five qualities that must be pres-
ent in spiritually productive father-son rela-
tionships:  communication, comfortability, re-
liability, patience, and respect.  These qualities 
are essential for the sons’ roots to be deepened.

I want to touch on two of  these qualities.

Comfortability – every evening that I can remember, our fam-
ily has prayed together, read the Word, and discussed what we 
read.  No matter where we were, this time was important to us.  
To this day, my parents check on my sisters and me to ask how 
we are doing in these areas. Whenever we run into life issues, 
they pray for us and give advice from the Word—even when it 
is something as simple as a disappointing cross-country race 
(and there were plenty of  those!). Their advice has never been 
mere “spouting.” It has always flowed from their life experi-
ences and been based on their time in the Word and prayer. 
Attending church has also been an essential element in our life 
together. During the week, it is often referred back to and an-
ticipated. We discuss what we learned about in church, or what 
the Bible says about a given situation. These patterns help to 
create an atmosphere of  comfortability with the gospel.

Patience - whenever I have been disciplined or have confessed 
a particular sin to my father, he has always been very patient 
with me. Though the sin is never tolerated, I am never looked 

down on or alienated because of  what I have done. Rather, we 
work through it together until repentance and forgiveness are 
reached. First, the sin is addressed, then it is driven out with ap-
propriate force, then it is forgiven, and finally it is left behind. 
When it comes to handling an ongoing struggle, we talk about 
how to battle sin. We also revisit the gospel together, talk about 
how it is possible to live in victory over sin, and pray about it 
together.

Each of  these elements has been critical for deepening 
my own spiritual roots. Through becoming comfortable 
with hearing, learning, and talking about the gospel, I have 
found that life without it is not enjoyable. It is depress-
ing, dissatisfying, and very dark. Life is so much more en-
gaging when I live at peace with God and with my parents. 
It is for this reason that I began to find joy in repentance.

This joy came not only from the desire 
to be at peace, but it was also encour-
aged by the patience shown to me in my
struggle with sin. Forgiveness is always 
available. My relationship with my fa-
ther mirrors my relationship with God 
the Father in that no sin of  mine can 
ever break our relationship if  it is for-
given and forsaken. It has kindled my 
joy in the Lord and His Word, strength-
ening my desire for more of  Him. 

Deepening the Roots of  Our Sons  Part 3
As I write, we are nearing the end of  yet another winter polar vortex.  
My hope is that by the time this article is published, we will have 
reached at least 50 degrees!  

But on a more serious note, I want to talk briefly about getting caught 
in a spiritual polar vortex.  Do you know what I'm talking about?  It is 
those seasons when our hearts frankly feel cold toward God and to 
the church.  

What do you do during times like this?  I want to suggest three things.  

First, repent of  any known sin you have in your life.  It is hard to be 
in love with Jesus when you are still in love with your sin.  If  you are 
a genuine believer, sin cannot ultimately block God's love for you, but 
it can indeed block your love for Him.  Turn from your sin and turn 
toward Jesus.  Honestly ask yourself, “Is my sin better, more satisfy-
ing, more freeing than Jesus?”  Jesus is always better.  

Second, repent of  your perceived moral goodness.  Of  course God is 
transforming you.  Of  course God has changed you since you became 
a Christian and you really are different from who you once were.  But, 
be careful.  Is the measuring rod of  your moral success only your 
old sinful self  as compared to how you are doing today?  Or worse 
yet, is the measuring rod of  your moral success only in comparison 
to others who struggle with things you don't struggle with?  Even 
unbelievers feel justified when they use the measuring rod of  moral 
performance compared to their past or to others.  No, the real mea-
suring rod is God Himself.  When we compare ourselves to Him, we 
find ourselves like Isaiah, "woe is me, for I am ruined" (Isaiah 6:5).  
The good news is that though we woefully fall short of  God, even as 
believers, we are counted righteous in Christ alone by grace alone.  I 
love this definition of  justification.  God not only treats us as if  we 

have never sinned, but He treats us as if  we have always obeyed, based 
on the merit of  Jesus.  Wow!  This is good news – the gospel that frees 
us from moral performance while at the same time instilling a passion 
in us for the One who saved us!  

Third, dive deeply into God's Word and pray the gospel down deep 
into the recesses of  your heart.  There is only one thing that will bring 
you into a face to face encounter with the God of  the gospel and it's 
not your TV or the internet - it is the Word of  God.  A quick, five 
minute Bible reading plan might be a start, but will probably not get 
your very far.  God has given us the Word, prayer and the church.  
Take advantage of  all three.  Join an ABF or a FLOCK group.  Come 
to the Psalm 1 Community Conversation on Sunday nights.  Grab a 
friend in the church and open your Bible with them weekly.  

A place to start is reading the verses that pastor will preach on the 
next Sunday.  You can find them listed on the bottom right-hand side 
of  your bulletin.  As you read, find

• Lightbulb – anything that shines or stands out to you

• Question mark – any question(s) you have

• Arrow – a personal application from the verses

Do the work ahead of  time and discuss your findings with a friend 
over coffee.  Married couples can do this at home too!  There are 
many other tools to help you extract gospel truth from the Word, but 
studying the Bible with someone else can help make it fun, keep you 
consistent and generate lots of  solid, Psalm 1 type meditation on the 
Word of  God.  As you bask in the light of  the gospel, the spiritual po-
lar vortex will move out and your heart will burn once again for Jesus.  

GOOD
FRIDAY

Service

April 18
7:00 p.m.

 Easter Sunday   Worship
April 20

10:30 a.m.
There will be no evening service.

How to Unthaw from a Spiritual Polar Vortex
by Dave Newton

running trailS at BlaCkwell ForeSt PreServe 

QUESTION: Where can an individual believer have an hour of  conver-
sation and fellowship time, and:

• Develop Godly friendships, with caring brothers and sisters;
• Exercise and care for their own temple while encouraging others 
and being encouraged;

• Enjoy God’s creation through access of  up to 5 different nearby 
Dupage County Forest Preserves;

• Listen to a Gospel centered devotion;
• Participate in a weekly outreach to which you can invite a neigh-
bor, friend, co-worker, or family member;

Where can an individual do all this and finish by 8:35am on a Saturday?
ANSWER:  

                                                                          Saturdays 
                                                               beginning
                                               April 19
                                      7:30am-8:30am 
                                                    (Meet in the south 
                                              entrance of  Grace Church)
                             Runners  of  all levels are welcome!  
                                          Invite a friend!!
                                For  fur ther  in fo :  John Herber t  
                    jwherber t p t@gmai l . com / 630-697-2894 
                      h t t p ://gcdrunwi thgrace .blogspot . com/ 

Grace Running Group

spring/summer

CHILDREN’S 
CLOTHING
EXCHANGE 

at Grace Church     

  FRI, Apr 11, 9 am - 4:00 pm and 
SAT, Apr 12, from 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 am

No	cost	to	you	-	just	bring	your	shopping	bag!

Donations will be accepted at 
Grace Church APR 5 - 10

The Master’s Chorale 
at Grace Church of  DuPage 

The Master’s Chorale 
at Grace Church of  DuPage presents  a program of  sacred music 

Sunday, May 18, at 6:00 p.m.
presents  a program of  sacred music 

Sunday, May 18, at 6:00 p.m.

http://gcdrunwithgrace.blogspot.com/
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9:15 AM
Ladies’ Bible Study

7:00 PM
>Ladies’ Bible Study
>Basketball Open Gym

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Children’s Clothing
Exchange

8:30 - 11:00 AM
Children’s Clothing
Exchange

9:00 AM
VBS 
Practice

7:30 PM
MTA Core Seminar
“The Doctrine of  Vocation”

8:30 AM
MTA Core Seminar
“The Doctrine of  Vocation”

S p r i n g  B r e a k

GOOD FRIDAY
7:00 PM
  Tenebrae 
  Communion Service

Coming to Grace Church JUNE 16-20, 2014!!

click here
to register!

E

The Doctrine of  Vocation
The Mission Training Academy / Core SeminarChristians across the centuries, guided by Scripture and empowered by the Spirit, have been convinced that all of  life is to be lived out 

              as a response to the call of  God. For several reasons, this conviction has faded and its scope has narrowed in the modern world. Calling, 
or vocation (from the Latin vocare, “to call”), is now frequently assumed to be simply a matter of  special roles and offices in the church, or of  
the careers we pursue. But it’s worth raising old questions anew. Might God’s call really have to do with every sphere of  life—social, economic, 
civic, political, cultural? How could this be true? And if  it is true, how might the call of  God into such diverse spheres be discerned and pursued? 
Please consider joining us for the final MTA Core Seminar of  the 2013–2014 school year, as we seek to deepen our understanding of  the doc-
trine of  vocation. God calls us to himself, and he also, in this same act of  calling us to himself, calls us to manifold occupations and practices, 
to kingdom-labor in church and society, to the pursuit and nurture of  concrete relationships, and to worship of  him and love of  neighbor by 
means of  all our daily engagements. All of  life is vocation. 

We hope to see you on Friday, May 2 (7:30–9:30) and Saturday, May 3 (8:30–12:30) in CE13, as we explore how this can be so. All are welcome. 
If  you are planning to attend, or if  you have any questions, please contact Dan Brendsel (dan@gracedupage.org).

spiritual truths 
IN

spiritual words,
 gentleness and respect. 

xpress S
H

March 23, 2014 / Pastor Daryle Worley

 ...WITH

Dave Patty

Dave and his wife Connie have been ministering to young people and 
youth leaders for over 25 years. Dave leads the Josiah Venture (JV)
team of  over 200 staff, who are being used of  God among the youth 
of  Central and Eastern Europe, that finds its home in the local 
church and is transforming its society. Dave invests in the country 
leaders of  JV, and teaches God’s Word across the region.  

We invite you to join us at a special conference, where Dave will be 
speaking to us on “The Fatherhood of  God” at Grace Church of  
DuPage on the mornings of  June 14-15.

http://answersvbs.com/vbs/GCD1/
http://answersvbs.com/vbs/GCD1/

