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8:00 AM Men’s Prayer

8:15AM Women’s Prayer
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12:30 PM
Trailblazers 
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Worship Service
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8:15AM Women’s Prayer 

9:00 AM   
Sunday School

10:30 AM  
Worship Service

6:00 PM
Outdoor Devotional and
   Tailgate BBQ

Mother's
Day

5:00 PM
Elder’s Meeting 

6:30 PM  
Renew - Youth Ministry
Small Groups: Friendship

7:00 PM  
Choir 
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Scripture and Those Who 
Wrestle with Sexual Identity
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6:15 AM
Ladies’ Prayer Group

6:15 AM
Ladies’ Prayer Group

7:00 AM - 1:00PM
National Day of Prayer

6:30 PM
Softball

7:00 PM
Marriage Builders

8:00 AM Men’s Prayer

8:15AM Women’s Prayer 

9:00 AM   
Sunday School

10:30 AM  
Worship Service/Communion

6:00 PM
Family Dinner and
DevotionaL

8:00 AM Men’s Prayer

8:15AM Women’s Prayer 

9:00 AM   
Sunday School

10:30 AM  
Worship Service 

6:00 PM
No Service

Summer mission trips have the 
potential to be the best two weeks of 
the year for our students. They can also 
be the most disappointing two weeks 
of the year. Much of this hangs on the 
students’ expectations leading up 
to the trip. Allow me to illustrate this 
using my own high school experience.

In the late 1990’s, my youth group went 
to Mexico to build a dormitory at an 
orphanage. Our trip was amazing. 
We bonded as we mixed and laid 
concrete all day and worshipped and 
laughed around the campfire late into 
the night. We saw Christ at work as 
we met and ministered to the small 
villages surrounding the orphanage, 
earned bragging rights at the much-
anticipated taco eating contest, and 
debated which of the outhouses 
(affectionately named “First John”, 
“Second John”, and “Third John”) 
were the most disgusting.

One night on our trip to Mexico, we 
built a huge bonfire, the kind of fire 
you had to stand ten feet away from 
or you’d singe your eyebrows. I can 
still picture one of my friends sticking 
a marshmallow at the end of a 10-foot-
long pole so that he could roast it 
without roasting himself. The fun lasted 
until our good-natured youth pastor 
instructed us to put it out. The trip went 
down in history as a great success.

Expectations were high as we prepared 
for our return trip the next summer. We 
looked forward to constructing more 
homes, having more fun, and building 
even bigger bonfires. Everyone expected 
it to be the best missions trip ever.

It didn’t take long for “the best trip 
ever” to turn south. Upon our arrival, 
we learned we would not be building 
dorms but rather pulling weeds out of 
an old basketball court and digging 
trenches in the rock hard soil. Neither of 
these activities sounded like much fun, 
and our grumbling and complaining 
confirmed that no fun was to be had. 
By midweek, our attitudes were pretty 
low but we still looked forward to the 
big campfire.

In our quest to make everything 
bigger and better, we made the fire 
big… so big that the orphanage 
director thought our cabin was 
going up in flames. As we basked in 
our accomplishment, the director 
ran up with panic etched in his face, 
expecting to find our team in mortal 
danger. Instead he saw that the source 
of the flame was our own disrespect 
for the orphanage’s safety, as it could 
easily have spread to any of the 
nearby buildings in such a dry climate. 
To make matters worse, our fire had 
pulled the director away from his 
own daughter’s wedding, which was 
taking place on the opposite side of 
the campus. I can still remember the 
sight of him in his wedding tuxedo, 
trembling with anger as he yelled at 
us to put the fire out.

It was the low point of a trip that had 
always been about us and never about 
those whom we had come to serve. 
Our expectations revolved around fun, 
fires, and forming great memories. 
It was never about the orphans, the 
orphanage, or how our trip might be 
used to glorify Christ. Unsurprisingly, 

the orphanage director didn’t invite 
our youth group to come back the 
following year.

Now, nearly twenty years later, I’m 
preparing to lead a missions trip 
to Slovenia with my own group of 
students. This will be a return trip for 
many of us and last year’s trip was a 
great success. We worked with an 
amazing organization (Josiah Venture) 
to bring Christ to Slovene students 
who had gathered to be part of an 
incredibly fun rock and roll music 
camp. Did I mention the camp itself 
took place in a castle nestled in the 
Austrian Alps? Tempting as it is to revel 
in last year’s glory, we want to plan for 
success the second time around, and 
that means getting our expectations in 
the right place.

We’re doing that by talking often of the 
gospel and the desperate need for all 
to hear it. We’re preparing ourselves 
to gladly spend and be spent for the 
sake of the good news (2 Corinthians 
12:15). We’re expecting hardship and 
opposition as we set out to extend 
God’s kingdom (John 15:20), and 
longing to be used by God (however 
he desires) so that His kingdom might 
be built up and His name might be 
glorified. What we’re not talking about 
is how excited we are to return to the 
Austrian castle to build memories that 
focus only on ourselves.

Would you pray with us that God would 
make this trip another life changing 
and God-glorifying experience for 
those on the Slovenia team?

EXPECTATIONS IN MISSIONS by Nick Conner
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Sunday School

10:30 AM  
Worship Service/Communion

6:00 PM
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6:15 AM
Ladies’ Prayer Group

6:30 PM  
Renew - Youth Ministry
Slovenian Team Fun Night

7:00 PM  
Choir

7:30 PM  
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Softball 
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Marriage Builders

9:30 AM - 7:00 PM
Childlren’s 
Clothing Exchange

8:30 AM - Noon
Community Chore Outreach

6:30 PM
High School Hangout

7:00 AM
Men’s Breakfast

MEMORIAL DAY

Jr. High Summer Camp
“Sun and Service”

Sr. High Summer Camp
“What God Wants For You”

6:30 PM
Softball 

7:00 PM
Bridal Shower for
Elyse Rawley at
Grace Church

6:30 PM
Softball

6:30 PM
Softball
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Christa Marquardt at the
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National Day of Prayer
During the first week of  May for each of  the past twenty-nine 
years there is an occasion that I believe should mean more to us 
than it does: National Day of  Prayer.

We often lament the spiritual and moral condition of  our nation 
evidenced by rampant secularism (that seeps more deeply into 
the church than we would even imagine), abortion on demand, 
the definition of  marriage, gender-identity confusion, the 
marginalization of  the church in public life, and of  the Christian 
worldview in public discourse, and an increasingly comfortable 
denial of  the undeniable role of  Scripture in the forming of  
our national values, freedoms, and laws. In addition to these 
hot-button issues, there is also the deepening political divide in 
our nation that most often encourages (rather than confronts) 
selfishly entrenched and functionally God-less ideologies. Yet, 
when a Day of  Prayer is actually identified in our nation, for we 
believers to use however we wish—this year, Thursday, May 4—
we can all too easily dismiss that opportunity as too political, or 
too partisan, or too ecumenical. 

Let’s not allow that to happen to us! Here at Grace Church 
we want to observe, to take full advantage of, National Day 
of  Prayer. Some of  you may be attending city or institutional 
prayer breakfasts, or other like gatherings, on that date.  That 
is very good—we need a more intentional gospel presence in 
such spheres. But in order to facilitate focused intercession for 
our nation, and also for the state of  the church within it, with 
genuineness and all sincerity, we will have our Sanctuary open 
from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on National Day of  Prayer, for use 
as a Prayer Room. There will be no formal service that morning; 
we will simply have our Sanctuary open, with a staff  member 
present, and a scrolling series of  slides projected on a screen 
offering prayer prompts, to facilitate personal or (if  you choose) 
small group prayer. 

Let us pray that God will once again pour out His Spirit on this 
spiritually needy land. Let us pray that He will pour out His 

Spirit on His church. Let us pray that His Name will be hallowed 
among us, and that His Kingdom will come, and His will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Let’s pray that He will provide for us 
this day all that we need, and that He will forgive us with such a 
powerful manifestation of  gospel grace that it would show itself  
undeniably in our forgiveness of  one another. And let’s surely 
pray that He will not lead us into temptation, but will deliver 
us from evil for His own Name’s sake, and to the praise of  His 
glorious grace.

Let’s not allow ourselves to slip into an incessant and faithless 
complaining about the state of  the church and the state of  our 
nation. Let us seek God to awaken both, and to lead us all toward 
patterns of  life that properly adorn the gospel.

by Pastor Daryle Worley

                                              Warm up to the Word as you
                                             explore the coolest Book on the
                                                       planet and discover how we
                                                       can know for sure that the
                                                          Bible is God’s written word
                                                       to us!

Grades (starting in Fall 2017) K - 5th
Register Online: gracedupage.org/event/vbs

Questions? Need Help? Want to Volunteer?
Give us a call at 630-393-7344 or 
email us at info@gracedupage.org

Hope to see you there!

ready to gear up for
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL?

            June 12-16
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potential to be the best two weeks of 
the year for our students. They can also 
be the most disappointing two weeks 
of the year. Much of this hangs on the 
students’ expectations leading up 
to the trip. Allow me to illustrate this 
using my own high school experience.

In the late 1990’s, my youth group went 
to Mexico to build a dormitory at an 
orphanage. Our trip was amazing. 
We bonded as we mixed and laid 
concrete all day and worshipped and 
laughed around the campfire late into 
the night. We saw Christ at work as 
we met and ministered to the small 
villages surrounding the orphanage, 
earned bragging rights at the much-
anticipated taco eating contest, and 
debated which of the outhouses 
(affectionately named “First John”, 
“Second John”, and “Third John”) 
were the most disgusting.

One night on our trip to Mexico, we 
built a huge bonfire, the kind of fire 
you had to stand ten feet away from 
or you’d singe your eyebrows. I can 
still picture one of my friends sticking 
a marshmallow at the end of a 10-foot-
long pole so that he could roast it 
without roasting himself. The fun lasted 
until our good-natured youth pastor 
instructed us to put it out. The trip went 
down in history as a great success.

Expectations were high as we prepared 
for our return trip the next summer. We 
looked forward to constructing more 
homes, having more fun, and building 
even bigger bonfires. Everyone expected 
it to be the best missions trip ever.

It didn’t take long for “the best trip 
ever” to turn south. Upon our arrival, 
we learned we would not be building 
dorms but rather pulling weeds out of 
an old basketball court and digging 
trenches in the rock hard soil. Neither of 
these activities sounded like much fun, 
and our grumbling and complaining 
confirmed that no fun was to be had. 
By midweek, our attitudes were pretty 
low but we still looked forward to the 
big campfire.

In our quest to make everything 
bigger and better, we made the fire 
big… so big that the orphanage 
director thought our cabin was 
going up in flames. As we basked in 
our accomplishment, the director 
ran up with panic etched in his face, 
expecting to find our team in mortal 
danger. Instead he saw that the source 
of the flame was our own disrespect 
for the orphanage’s safety, as it could 
easily have spread to any of the 
nearby buildings in such a dry climate. 
To make matters worse, our fire had 
pulled the director away from his 
own daughter’s wedding, which was 
taking place on the opposite side of 
the campus. I can still remember the 
sight of him in his wedding tuxedo, 
trembling with anger as he yelled at 
us to put the fire out.

It was the low point of a trip that had 
always been about us and never about 
those whom we had come to serve. 
Our expectations revolved around fun, 
fires, and forming great memories. 
It was never about the orphans, the 
orphanage, or how our trip might be 
used to glorify Christ. Unsurprisingly, 

the orphanage director didn’t invite 
our youth group to come back the 
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Now, nearly twenty years later, I’m 
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incredibly fun rock and roll music 
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took place in a castle nestled in the 
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12:15). We’re expecting hardship and 
opposition as we set out to extend 
God’s kingdom (John 15:20), and 
longing to be used by God (however 
he desires) so that His kingdom might 
be built up and His name might be 
glorified. What we’re not talking about 
is how excited we are to return to the 
Austrian castle to build memories that 
focus only on ourselves.

Would you pray with us that God would 
make this trip another life changing 
and God-glorifying experience for 
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June 4

Tailgate&

BBQ

BEGINNING SUNDAY EVENINGS  
MAY 28 AT 6:00PM

FIVE 
WISHES 

We'll cook up some delicious 
breakfast main dishes! 

 Please bring  a breakfast sides. 
 fruit, muffins, doughnuts, coffee cake

BASKETBALL
JUNE 19-22CAMP

COMMUNITY 
CHORE 

OUTREACH

C h i l d r e n ' s  
C l o t h i n g

E x c h a n g e
M a y  5  

9 : 3 0 a m  -  7 : 0 0 p m
G R A C E  C H U R C H  L O B B Y

"LOVE GOD: 
HATE SIN"

7AM  / $6

MEN'S 
BREAKFAST

May 20th




