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“Beloved, Let Us Love One Another…” This Summer!

e

 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 

loves has been born of  God and knows God.” These are the words of  

the Apostle John (1Jo.4:7). He is sounding a call that captures the central 

and defining characteristic of  our identity as believers. The greatest 
commandment, indeed the summary charge of  Scripture, is to live a 
life of  love—unrivaled devotion to God that overflows into the lives 
of  those around us.

A unique expression of  love that finds a prominent place in the life 
of  the church is hospitality. You are probably aware that hospitality is a 

compound word in New Testament’s native language of  Greek. The 

two parts of  the word could be translated as love and stranger, meaning 

hospitality is an expression of  love for strangers. 

In our day, that may not be the primary picture that comes to mind 
as we hear the word hospitality. We tend to think of  having people 

over for dinner, or perhaps entertaining traveling guests overnight, or 

for a brief  stay in our homes. Occasionally we use the word hospitality 
to describe a special event at church where guests are welcome, or 

newcomers are invited, or introductory information is shared about 
our ministries. 

But I would like to press us back toward the original meaning of  the 

biblical word hospitality. I would like to suggest that anyone lesser 
known than a member of  your immediate family should qualify 
as a stranger! And even though the idea that we are introducing a 

stranger to something new is not a bad thought, I believe deeper love, 

more intimate relationship, personal connection, are each perfectly 
appropriate outcomes of  hospitality expressed. 

In other words, hospitality does not simply mean we have shared our 
food with someone, or our home, or information about our church. 

Far more essentially, hospitality means we have shared ourselves with 

someone, our lives, our hearts, our joy in the Lord. Hospitality means 

we have linked our lives more closely with one another in expression 
of  God’s love granted to us in Christ Jesus. It means we have spilled 

over with the love of  God onto and into the lives of  some particular 

person. 

Love is a word we are increasingly comfortable conceiving of  in abstract 
terms—that is to say, we can form in our minds what we believe is an 
acceptable concept of  love without ever introducing an object of  love, a 

beloved. Hospitality is not like that. Hospitality is a expression of  love that 

makes no sense apart from some particular beloved, a receiver of  our love, 

a stranger, being in the picture. 

Romans 12:13 calls us to pursue such expressions of  love, 

wholeheartedly, sincerely, in active response to the many mercies of  
God we have received in Christ. I want to amplify that calling to all 
our Grace Church family as the summer months approach. Pursue 
hospitality! Get together! Hang out! Eat! Share! Bond! Beloved, let us 
love one another! 

When considering the priorities of  the local 

Church, many things might come to mind.  At 
the top of  the list for the Christian is worship 

of  the Triune God and the desire to see Jesus 

Christ magnified in everything. Other priorities 
will include Biblical Preaching, Evangelism and 
Fellowship. One priority that must not be lost 
in the life of  the Church is Discipleship. As a 

matter of  fact, discipleship can be a channel in 

which all the other priorities listed above can 

take place in a more meaningful way. 

In Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus teaches the 

importance of  discipleship by giving his 
disciples a “Great Commission.”  On a mountain in 
Galilee, Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in   
the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of  the age.”  

The making of  a disciple begins when 

someone is newly converted to Christ, but 
Jesus didn’t intend for it to stop there.  He 

wanted those who were already disciples to 
take the “newbies” and baptize them and 

teach them about Christ. Now, we, the current 

generation of  disciples, must continue the task 

until this age is complete.  

Lest anyone think that Jesus last words before 
his ascension were just a fluke, let’s take a look 
at a few other passages where discipling is 

either explicitly or implicitly commanded. 

2 Timothy 2:2 “And what you have heard from me in 
the presence of  many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also.”

Paul taught Timothy and expected him to 
turn around and teach others.  Paul tells 
Timothy that teaching others about God is a 
continuous process.  Timothy was to entrust 
what he learned to faithful men, so it could 

be carried on for generations.  Now, it is our 

turn to teach all that we know of  Christ and to 

instruct on how to follow after him in a godly 
manner. It is our duty to help those who are 
less mature in the faith to pursue holiness, to 

discern error in the Church, and to know how 

to think through biblical issues. 

Hebrews 3:13 “But exhort one another every day, as 
long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of  you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of  sin.”

This verse is one I like to consider important 

for our corporate gatherings, but the term 

“today” also implies a daily contribution to 
each other’s lives. While we meet weekly to 
exhort and encourage one another towards 

godly living, we also need people in our lives 
who will encourage us on a consistent basis.  

What better way is there for a mentor to 
remain active in a young disciple’s life than 
to keep him from being hardened by the 
deceitfulness of  sin? 

Many of  us are familiar with Titus 2, and 
much of  it could be quoted here in regard 

to discipleship.  But notice verses 3-5 alone: 

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, 
not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach 
what is good, and so train the young women to love 
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, 
working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 
husbands, that the word of  God may not be reviled.”

It is clear that older women should be 

spending their time discipling and helping 

younger women to live godly lives and to keep 
their priorities in order.  Too many Christian 
women have fallen for the world’s view on 

what a woman should pursue in this life.  

Even if  young believers—men or women—
have had solid godly influences as they grew 
up, they still need a mature man or woman 
to come alongside and train them as they 
continue in the faith.  Paul reminds Titus that 
the young women need to be taught how to 

love their husbands and children rightly and 
why it is good to pursue obedience in all those 
other areas.

But how?

Discipleship can happen in a number of  

ways, such as two men meeting together for 
Bible study and prayer, a mom reminding her 
children of  Scripture in the midst of  day-to-
day errands, or an older woman encouraging 
a young single woman who would like to be 
married.  Whatever the venue, discipleship 

should be an equipping of  God’s people in 

His Word, rooted in sound doctrine, so that 

His people can more effectively participate in 
the other priorities of  worship, evangelism, 

and fellowship.

In his book, “Nine Marks of  a Healthy 
Church”, Mark Dever said: 

Some today seem to think that one can be a 
“baby Christian” for a whole lifetime. Growth 
is seen to be an optional extra for particularly 
zealous disciples. But be very careful about 
taking that line of  thought. Growth is a sign 

of  life. Growing trees are living trees, and 

growing animals are living animals. When 

something stops growing, it dies. 

As Christ’s body, it should be a regular part 
of  our business to be making disciples that 

continue to grow through the sanctifying work 
of  the Holy Spirit.  Each of  us experiences 
different seasons of  life, so this discipling 

is going to look different depending on our 

current life experiences.  However, a church 

full of  people who are not discipling or being 

discipled may result in a dangerous ripple 
effect we may not realize now. 

May these thoughts be an encouragement to 
each one of  us, and may they challenge us to 
think of  how we can be growing and helping 

others to grow in their walks as well.

A Heart for Discipleship
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 Seniors      

          
Night!

6:30 PM  
Jr. High, Sr. High

7:30 PM  

Prayer Meeting

Small Group!

Big Group!

5:00 PM  
Elders Meeting

6:30 PM  
Jr. High, Sr. High

7:30 PM  

Prayer Meeting

6:30 PM  
Jr. High, Sr. High

7:30 PM  

Prayer Meeting

8:30 AM
>MTA Core Seminar
The Doctrine of  Vocation: Our 
Calling in the Drama of  God 
(Part 2 of  2)

>Community 
   Chore

   Outreach

7:00 PM
MTA Core Seminar
The Doctrine of  Vocation: Our 
Calling in the Drama of  God    
                 (Part 1 of  2)

                OPEN
             GYM
           Tuesdays 
   7:00 pm

http://www.gracechurchofdupage.org/life-at-grace/events/eveningofworship.html
http://www.gracechurchofdupage.org/life-at-grace/events/eveningofworship.html
http://www.gracechurchofdupage.org/life-at-grace/events/eveningofworship.html
https://gracedupage.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=50
http://www.gracechurchofdupage.org/wp-content/uploads/Basketball-Camp-Registration-Form1.pdf
https://answersvbs.com/vbs/GCD2016/
http://www.gracechurchofdupage.org/life-at-grace/events/eveningofworship.html
https://gracedupage.ccbchurch.com/event_list.php#events/650/occurrence/20160513
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ccbchurch/49918/storage/1/Directory12.2015.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJ4CISARDRJPE4ERQ&Expires=1451340738&Signature=FarE5osONMFg5%2F47HJIV0rZrTXc%3D
http://www.gracedupage.org/news/dayofprayer.html

